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Course Overview:
Exam board: AQA; Course code: AQA Psychology A-Level (7182)

Subject Content
Compulsory content:









Social influence
Memory
Attachment
Psychopathology
Approaches in Psychology
Biopsychology
Research methods
Issues and debates in Psychology
Optional (these options will be decided prior to the year 2 between staff and students) In bold, are the
topics we currently cover
Option 1





Relationships
Gender
Cognition and development
Option 2





Schizophrenia
Eating behaviour
Stress
Option 3





Aggression
Forensic Psychology
Addiction
Full details of the specification, past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports can be found at:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/a-level/psychology-a-2180
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Assessment
Assessment in A-level Psychology includes questions that allow students to demonstrate their ability to:
 Draw together their skills, knowledge and understanding from across the full course of study
 Provide extended responses.
For example, sections B, C and D of Paper 3 contain extended response questions. An ‘extended response’ is
evidence of sufficient length generated to allow students to demonstrate their ability to construct and develop a
sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured.

Aims
Encourage students to:
 develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to
each other
 develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific
methods
 develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills
 develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study
and careers associated with the subject
 understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the
success of the economy and society.

Assessment objectives
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all AS and A-level Psychology specifications
and all exam boards.
The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.
 AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures.
 AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures:
o in a theoretical context
o in a practical context
o when handling qualitative data
o when handling quantitative data.
 AO3: Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence, including in relation to
issues, to:
o make judgements and reach conclusions
o develop and refine practical design and procedures.

Weighting of assessment objectives for A-level Psychology

Assessment objectives (AOs)

Component weightings
(approx %)

Overall weighting
(approx %)

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

AO1

11 – 14

7 – 10

9 – 12

30 – 33

AO2

6 –9

16 – 19

5 –8

30 – 33

AO3

12 – 14

7 –9

15 – 17

36 – 38

Overall weighting of components

33.3

33.3

33.3

100

At least 10% of the overall assessment of psychology will contain mathematical skills equivalent to Level 2
or above.
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At least 25 – 30% of the overall assessment will assess skills, knowledge and understanding in relation to
research methods.

Assessment Structure
Paper 1: Introductory topics
inpsychology

+

Paper 2: Psychology in
context

+

Paper 3: Issues and options
inpsychology

What's assessed

What's assessed

What's assessed

Compulsory content 1 – 4
above

Compulsory content 5 – 7
above

Compulsory content 8 above

Assessed

Assessed

Assessed

• written exam: 2 hours
• 96 marks in total
• 33.3% of A-level

• written exam: 2 hours
• 96 marks in total
• 33.3% of A-level

• written exam: 2 hours
• 96 marks in total
• 33.3% of A-level

Questions

Questions

Questions

• Section A: multiple
choice, short answer and
extended writing,
24 marks
• Section B: multiple
choice, short answer and
extended writing,
24 marks
• Section C: multiple
choice, short answer and
extended writing,
48 marks

• Section A: multiple
choice, short answer and
extended writing,
24 marks
• Section B: one topic from
option 1, 9–11 above,
multiple choice, short
answer and extended
writing, 24 marks
• Section C: one topic from
option 2, 12–14 above,
multiple choice, short
answer and extended
writing, 24 marks
• Section D: one topic from
option 3, 15–17 above,
multiple choice, short
answer and extended
writing, 24 marks

• Section A: multiple
choice, short answer
extended writing,
24 marks
• Section B: multiple
choice, short answer
extended writing,
24 marks
• Section C: multiple
choice, short answer
extended writing,
24 marks
• Section D: multiple
choice, short answer
extended writing,
24 marks

and

and

and

and

Optional content, one from
option 1, 9 – 11, one from
option 2, 12 – 14, one from
option 3, 15 – 17 above
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W/b 7th June – work to be submitted by Friday 11th June – bmaltby@samuelward.co.uk
Topic: MEMORY
Big question: how does our memory work?
The start of the A Level psychology course will involve looking at models of memory; aiming to explain how
our memory works.
TASK 1: conduct some research on ‘models of memory’ – see below for some examples
-

Multi Store Model
Working Memory Model
Levels of Processing Model

Produce a 500 word summary of your favourite model, include diagrams to help explain the model.

TASK 2: watch the following TED talk – produce a half page reflection on what you found most interesting.
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_doolittle_how_your_working_memory_makes_sense_of_the_world
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W/b 14th June – work to be submitted by Friday 18th June – bmaltby@samuelward.co.uk
Topic: MEMORY
Big question: how can we improve memory?
There are many ways we can improve memory, which can be really useful for revision purposes!
TASK 1: conduct some research on ‘improving memory’ – see below for some examples
-

The Memory Palace
Dual Coding
Spaced Practice and Interleaving

Produce a 500 word summary of your favourite method, include diagrams help explain the method.
TASK 2 – Have a go! – follow the step-by-step method and have a go at the memory palace!

TASK 3: watch the following TED talk – produce a half page reflection on what you found most interesting.

https://www.ted.com/talks/joshua_foer_feats_of_memory_anyone_can_do#t-316746
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W/b 21st June – work to be submitted by Friday 25th June – bmaltby@samuelward.co.uk
Topic: MEMORY
Big question: how reliable is memory?
Cognitive psychologist suggest that our long term memory has an incredibly large capacity, however, we
are often too confident in the accuracy of our memories. Memories adapt and change and are often
subject to inaccuracies.
TASK 1: conduct some research on ‘how reliable is our memory?’ – see below for some examples
-

Effect of leading questions – Loftus and Palmer (1974)
Effect of anxiety – the weapon focus affect
Effect of post event discussion – confirmation bias

Produce a 500 word summary of your favourite model, include diagrams help explain the model.

TASK 2: watch the following TED talk – produce a half page reflection on what you found most interesting.
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_how_reliable_is_your_memory
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Suggested reading:
NEW course text:
Psychology A Level Year 1 and AS: The complete companion student book, Mike Cardwell, Cara Flanagan.
Oxford University Press.
Previous texts:
The following texts have been used in previous years and are still of use as they cover very similar content.
We may use these in class and can also be purchased second hand online.
Psychology AS for AQA (A) Jean-Marc Lawton, Richard Gross, Geoff Rolls, Hodder Education
AQA Psychology A, James Bailey, Rosie McGinley, Julia Willerton, Jane Willson, Nelson Thornes

Useful websites:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/a-level/psychology-a-2180/past-papers-and-mark-schemes - All past
papers and mark schemes are available on here

https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology - useful revision resources
http://www.simplypsychology.org/ - useful further reading
Other useful websites:
http://www.psychteacher.co.uk/
http://www.psychlotron.org.uk/links.html
http://www.gerardkeegan.co.uk/links.htm
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/psychology
http://www.davesaid.co.uk/
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